Section 1 of the Regulation defines “ground activity” as:
Any work, operation or activity that results in a disturbance of the earth, including
a mining activity as defined in section 1 of the Mines Act, but not including
(a)
cultivation to a depth of less than 45 cm below the surface of the
ground, or
(b)
a disturbance, other than cultivation referred to in paragraph (a), of
the earth to a depth of less than 30 cm
Evidence gathered by the Commission while attending the subject incident confirmed
that the work done on your property exceeded the 30 cm disturbance threshold to be
defined as “ground activity”. As such, there was a requirement to advise BC One Call of
the proposed activity.
As explained on BC One Call’s website, “BC [One] Call is the link between the
excavating community and the owners of underground facilities who are our members.”
BC One Call is a no-cost service intended to prevent incidents and associated potential
presence of high-risk hazards similar to those seen in this instance. It is best practice to
call BC One Call in advance of any digging or similar works and is required by
legislation if said works meet the definition of “ground activity”.
Given the circumstances, you are hereby issued a warning only for the following:
1.

s22

on or about May 13, 2021 at or near Fort St. John in the
Province of BC, did fail to advise BC One Call of proposed ground activity
contrary to section 2(3)(a)(i) of the Pipeline Crossings Regulation 147/2012 and
did thereby contravene section 76(1)(e) of the Oil and Gas Activities Act.

If you have any questions about this matter, please feel free to contact the undersigned.

Sincerely,
<original signed by>

Compliance & Enforcement Officer
BC Oil and Gas Commission
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